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FND 102 – Modern Church History 

Winter Semester, 2017 

Course Outline 

 

Instructor: Rev. Dr. Scott Sharman 

Office: TBA 

Office Hours: By appointment 

Phone: 780.807.4107 

Email: ssharman@ualberta.ca 

 

Course Description: 

 

The Church from the end of the fifteenth century until today. Calls for reform. Key reformers: 

Luther, Zwingli, Calvin, Grebel, Simmons, Cranmer; Catholic reforms and the Council of Trent; 

The Enlightenment and its aftermath; Byzantine churches; Vatican I; Missionary movements; 

North American Protestantism; The Church as global: Latin America, Asia, Africa; Modernism, 

ecumenism, Vatican II and toward the 21st century. 

 

Course Objectives: 

 

Academic Learning Outcomes 

 

 An acquaintance with the major figures and events in Church History from the 

Reformation, the Early Modern era, Vatican I, Vatican II, and to the end of the 20th 

century 

 An initial understanding of the cultural and societal influences on the development and 

diversity doctrines and the institutional governance of the Church catholic in its various 

regional expressions. 

 An ability to engage critically and analytically with textual, historical, and theological 

themes raised by the course material. 

 An ability to successfully communicate course learning both orally and in writing. 

 An ability to use the skills developed to apply knowledge and understanding of the 

ancient sources to issues in the Church today. 

 

Human and Spiritual Outcomes 

 

 A deepened sense of spiritual connection and rootedness in the Church of the past 

resulting from greater acquaintance with the formative people and events Church 

history. 
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 An increased respect for the living Tradition of the Church and its relevance to personal 

faithfulness. 

 An ability to draw effectively on the lessons of history as a resource for their pastoral 

ministries either as lay people or ordained ministers. 

 

Required Textbooks: 

 

Gonzalez, Justo L. The Story of Christianity Volume 2. (HarperOne, 2014). 

 

Primary source readings posted to the course Dropbox located at: https://goo.gl/93vzm0 

 

Course Requirements: 

 

The following represent general course requirements: 

 Class preparation: This must be done thoroughly and carefully. Ideally each student 

should devote an average total of approximately nine (9) hours per week to the course, 

three (3) of which will be the weekly in class session. 

 Class participation: Students are expected to participate fully in ALL sessions. College 

policy as expounded in the Student Handbook will be implemented. 

 

In addition, the following assignments will be required: 

 

1. Primary Source Classroom Discussion (25%) – Due Every Week 

 

A portion of each class will be devoted to discussion of the primary source reading assigned for 

that day. Students are expected to contribute their own questions and comments based on the 

reading, and to interact with the questions and comments of others. (See the class discussion 

grading rubric for more details). 

 

2. Theological Videography (20%) – Feb. 17 

 

Students will prepare a 7-10 minute video biography on one prominent figure from the period of 

modern Church history (1500-2000) to be uploaded by the student to the course Dropbox. 

Students may choose any figure they want as long as they can make a case that their impact on 

Church history has been significant. The presentation should answer the following questions: 1) 

What are the highlights of the person’s life story? 2) What are the major impacts of the person 

on Church doctrine or practice? 3) What can we learn from this person that is relevant to the 

Church’s mission today? Student videos will be watched on the last day of class as part of review 

for the final exam. 
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3. Key Theme Essay (30%) – Due Mar. 31 

 

Students will prepare a 5-7 page essay exploring the development of a ‘key theme’ during the 

period of modern Church history (1500-2000). Examples of appropriate ‘key themes’ to choose 

from include: a) The papacy, b) the eucharist, c) the bible, d) the Church-state relationship, e) 

the unity of the Church, f) authority in the Church, g) justification, h) science and faith, i) 

women in the Church, j) the Church and indigenous cultures. (Other themes are possible with 

the approval of the instructor). The essay will identify and expound on three or more major 

events and/or people that had an impact on this key theme during the period of modern Church 

history. 

 

4. Final Exam (25%) – TBD 

 

Each student will sit a 10 minute oral interview exam. 

 

General Academic Information: 

 

Plagiarism: 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence and will not be tolerated. See NTC Student Handbook for details 

of the College policy dealing with academic dishonesty. 

 

Acceptable Documentation Style: 
 

For this course we will follow the Turabian (Chicago) Documentation Style. 

 

For more information see Kate Turabian. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and 
Dissertations, 8th Edition (Chicago: University of Chicago, 2013) or visit 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html 

Extensions and Late Submission Policy: 
 

Please do not ask for extensions (except in the case of genuine emergencies). Late submissions 

will be accepted with a penalty of 10% off the grade per day late (up to a maximum of five 

days). After five days an automatic fail grade will be allocated. 
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For incomplete courses regulations see the NTC Student Handbook 

 

Grading: 
 

NTC has adopted Alberta Alpha Four Point Grading System. This is set out in the NTC 
Academic Calendar and is reproduced here for your convenience. Please note that an “ A” 

grade is reserved for work which demonstrates excellence.  

 

Undergraduate Studies 
C.Th., Dip.Th., B.Th. 

Graduate Studies 
M.T.S., M.Div., M.Th., 
G.C.C.S.A.,  M.R.E. 

Grade 
Meaning 

Grade Grade 
Point 

Grade 
Meaning 

Grade Grade 
Point 

Excellent A+ 
A 
A- 

4.0 
4.0 
3.7 

Excellent A+ 
A 
A- 

4.0 
4.0 
3.7  

Good B+ 
B 
B- 

3.3 
3.0 
2.7 

Good B+ 
B 
B-  

3.3 
3.0 
2.7  

Adequate C+ 
C 
C- 

2.3 
2.0 
1.7 

Adequate C+ 
C 
C- 

2.3 
2.0 
1.7  

Marginal D+ 
D 

1.3 
1.0 

      

Fail F 0.0 Fail D+ 
D 
F  

1.3 
1.0 
0.0  
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The following rubric will be used for grading discussion participation: 

 

  

Exemplary (87%- 

100%) 

 

Proficient (80%-87%) 

 

Developing (70%-80%) 

 

Unacceptable (>70%) 

 

Frequency of 

participation 

Student contributes 

more than once in 

each class. 

Student contributes 

once in each class. 

Student contributes in 

at least half of the 

classes. 

Student does not 

initiate contribution 

& needs instructor to 

solicit input. 

 

Quality of 

comments 

Comments always 

insightful & 

constructive; uses 

appropriate 

terminology. 

Comments balanced 

between general 

impressions, opinions

& specific, 

thoughtful criticisms 

or contributions. 

Comments mostly 

insightful & 

constructive; mostly 

uses appropriate 

terminology. 

Occasionally comments 

are too general or not 

relevant to the 

discussion. 

Comments are 

sometimes 

constructive, with 

occasional signs of 

insight. Student does 

not use appropriate 

terminology; comments 

not always relevant to 

the discussion. 

Comments are 

uninformative, lacking 

in appropriate 

terminology. Heavy 

reliance on opinion & 

personal taste, e.g., “I 

love it”, “I hate it”, “It’s 

bad” etc. 

 

Listening 

Student listens 

attentively when 

others present 

materials, 

perspectives, as 

indicated by 

comments that build 

on others’ remarks, 

i.e., student hears 

what others say & 

contributes to the 

dialogue. 

Student is mostly 

attentive when others 

present ideas, materials, 

as indicated by 

comments that reflect 

& build on others’ 

remarks. Occasionally 

needs encouragement 

or reminder on focus of 

comment. 

Student is often 

inattentive and needs 

reminder of focus of 

class. Occasionally 

makes disruptive 

comments. 

Student does not listen 

to others; regularly 

detracts from 

discussion; etc. 

 

For grade appeal procedure see the NTC Student Handbook 
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Course Schedule: 

 

1. (Jan. 6) Personal Introductions; Introduction to Syllabus; Course Overview 

 

2. (Jan. 13) The Magisterial Reformation 

Textbook: Gonzalez, 8-65, 77-86 

Primary Source: The Augsburg Confession 

 

3. (Jan. 20) The Anabaptist Reformation; The English Reformation 

Textbook: Gonzalez, 67-76, 87-104 

Primary Source: The 39 Articles 

 

4. (Jan. 27) The Catholic/Counter Reformation 

Textbook: Gonzalez, 125-165 

Primary Source: The Council of Trent, Sessions IV, VI and XIII 

 

5. (Feb. 3) The Eastern Churches 

Textbook: Gonzalez, 373-383 

Primary Source: The Three Letters of Patriarch Jeremias 

 

6. (Feb. 10) Religious Wars; 17th and 18th Century “Isms” 

Textbook: Gonzalez, 173-219, 238-273 

Primary Source: No primary reading this week 

 

7. (Feb. 17) Missions and Colonialism; North American Protestantism 

Textbook: Gonzalez, 417-440 

Primary Source: Romanus Pontifex; Inter Caetera 

 

** Reading Week – No Class Feb. 24 ** 

 

8. (Mar. 3) The 19th Century; Vatican I 

Textbook: Gonzalez, 385-408 

Primary Source: Quanta Cura; The Syllabus of Errors 

 

9. (Mar. 10) The 20th Century; Vatican II 

Textbook: Gonzalez, 441-494 

Primary Source: Gaudium et Spes 

 

10. (Mar. 17) The Ecumenical Movement; Interreligious Dialogue 
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Textbook: Gonzalez, 512-519 

Primary Source: Unitatis Redintegratio; Nostra Aetate 

 

11. (Mar. 24) The End of Christendom; the Rise of Global Christianity  

Textbook: Gonzalez, 301-318, 495-511, 522-530 

Primary Source: Evangelii Gaudium, Chapters 1-2 

 

12. (Mar. 31) New Voices in 20th Century Theology 

Textbook: Gonzalez, 520-522 

Primary Source: No primary reading this week 

 

13. (Apr. 7) Review for Exam 

 


